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Introduction
Chaerilidae comprise a small, rather homogeneous, monotypic family of scorpions widely distributed across the continent and archipelagoes of tropical southern Asia (Kovařík et al., 2018) . Here, another new species is described, characterised by a unique shape of the pedipalp chela in male, which has a manus swollen anteriorly. Presented Figures 37-58 show that this sole character distinguishes Chaerilus alberti sp. n. from all other species of genus Chaerilus. These figures also show that the shape of chela helps to recognize individual species or species groups in combination with three other characters which are extremely variable within the genus Chaerilus in comparison with other scorpion genera. These characters are: total length from 16 mm (C. sejnai Kovařík, 2005) to 80 mm (C. tichyi Kovařík, 2000) ; pedipalp chela movable fingers with 7 (C. celebensis Pocock, 1894) to 16 (C. majkusi Kovařík et al., 2018) imbricated rows of granules; pedipalp chela fingers in males straight (as in C. solegladi Kovařík, 2012) or flexed (as in C. robinsoni Hirst, 1911) .
Methods, Material & Abbreviations
Nomenclature and measurements follow Stahnke (1971) , Kovařík (2009) , and Kovařík & Ojanguren Affilastro (2013) , except for trichobothriotaxy (Vachon, 1974) .
Depositories: AMNH (American Museum of Natural History, New York, USA); BMNH (The Natural History Museum, London, United Kingdom); FKCP (František Kovařík, private collection, Prague, Czech Republic); NHRS (Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet, Stockholm, Sweden).
Biometrics: L, length; W, width; D, depth.
Systematics
Family Chaerilidae Pocock, 1893
Chaerilus Simon, 1877 
Summary
Chaerilus alberti sp. n. from Malaysia (Cameron Highlands) is described and fully illustrated with color photographs of preserved specimens, as well as of their habitat. Males of C. alberti sp. n. have a unique shape of chela which is stout with the manus swollen anteriorly. They are compared to other species from Southeast Asia from all of which C. alberti sp. n. differs by the shape of pedipalp chela parallel or swollen posteriorly or medially. Pedipalp chela is illustrated with color photographs of 21 of these species. chela exhibits "8-carina" configuration; legs without tibial spurs, but with prolateral and retrolateral pedal spurs; tarsi of legs bear two or four rows of ventral setae and median row of spinules; fifth metasomal segment with a single ventral carina; telson without subaculear tubercle.
Chaerilus alberti sp. n. from two strips in the median area. The anterior margin of the carapace is almost straight to weakly concave. The mesosomal tergites are irregularly granulated. All sternites are smooth without carinae and granulation. Sternite V with glabrous zone on posterior part of sternite V present medially. Pectinal teeth number 5 in males, 3 in female. (Figs. 15-22 ). The first metasomal segment bears 10 carinae, the metasoma II-IV bear eight carinae, and the fifth segment bears five carinae. All carinae except metasoma V ventral are smooth and weak without granules. Several solitary granules can be only on dorsal carinae. The three ventral carinae on metasoma V granulated; the ventral median carina posteriorly branches in a "Y" configuration. The spaces between carinae are smooth, only ventral surface of metasoma V is partly granulated. All segments are very sparsely hirsute. The telson is elongate, smooth and very sparsely hirsute. Pedipalps (Figs. 23-32 ). The pedipalp chela is stout, with anteriorly swollen manus in the male. The movable and fixed fingers bear 7-8 imbricated rows of granules. Fingers are straight in both sexes. The chela has eight mostly granulated carinae. The surfaces of chela with reticulate granulation patterns. The patella is smooth with dorsal carina developed and granulated, other carinae are absent or weakly indicated. The femur has four carinae and is finely granulated mainly on dorsal surface. Legs (Figs. 9-12 ). The legs are smooth, sparsely hirsute, without bristlecombs and carinae. The tarsomeres bear four rows of spiniform setae. Spiniform setal formula of inner rows is 7-8/7-8: 8-9/8-10 : 8-9/8-10 : 9-10/9-10; of outer rows is 6-9/6-9 on all legs.
Metasoma and telson
affiniTies. Chaerilus alberti sp. n. is reliably distinguished from all other Chaerilus species by the unique shape of chela which is stout with anteriorly swollen manus in the male (Fig. 37 ).
Other Chaerilus species have manus of pedipalp chela parallelsided in shape or swollen posteriorly or medially .
Other main taxonomically important characters are total length 21-25.2 mm; chela length/width ratio in males 2.265; movable and fixed fingers with 7-8 imbricated rows of granules; fingers are straight in both sexes; metasoma I-IV smooth without granules; sternite V with glabrous zone on the posterior part of sternite V in male; the measurements cited in Table 1 .
